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ing the Bijapuris by sending a contingent under the command
of Ambaji Pandit* Moreover, the enormous wealth and re-
sources of the Golconda kingdom could not have escaped the
notice of the Emperor. During the siege of Bijapur, the Mughal
police had intercepted a letter of Abul-Hasan addressed to
his agents in Aurangzib's camp, telling them that he intended
to despatch a force of forty thousand men under Khaliullah
Khan to reinforce the Bijapuris. The plan was that his force
would proceed from the left flank and SambhajTs army
would come from the right, and give battle to the Imperial
armies.1 On hearing this, Aurangzib sent a large army under
the command of Shah 'Alam to effect the conquest of Haidera-
bad. When the Imperial forces reached Malkhed, Prince Shah
*Alam tried his best to settle terms with Khaliullah Khan
and to avoid war, but failed. The Prince stayed at Malkhed
for two months, waiting for the cessation of the rains. The
Emperor, feeling dissatisfied with the progress of Shah e Alam's
force, wrote him a strong Idtter of rebuke. On receiving this
letter, the Prince advanced in the direction of Haiderabad. The
Imperial forces defeated Sheikh Minhaj and Rustam Rao
who offered resistance. After this the Prince continued his
march to Haiderabad unopposed. When intelligence of his
army's defeat was brought to Abu'l-Hasan, he was greatly
alarmed and fled by night with a few servants to the Golconda
fort. Great disorder prevailed in Haiderabad. The Imperial
army attacked the city and occupied it. Shah cAlam appointed
officers to prevent plunder and punish miscreants. After a few
days' negotiations, Abu'l-Hasan agreed to pay one crore and
twenty lakhs of huns annually, and to dismiss Madanna and
Akanna from his service.2 The Imperial armies then evacua-
ted the territory of Abu'l-Hasan.

After the capture of Bijapur, Aurangzib again directed his
attention towards Golconda. On the pretext of paying his
respect to the tomb of Gisudaraz at Gulbarga, he advanced
into the territory of the Golconda kingdom, and despatched
Firuz Jang to effect the conquest of Udgir or Ibrahimgarh,
which was situated on the way to Haiderabad.3 In recognition

1 Ma'dthir-i-'Ilamgm, p. 260.          2 Knafi Khan, vol. II, p. 208

*This fortress was later known as Firuzgarh (Ma'athiru'l-Umara, vol. II.
p. 875),